


L.O. To compare the differences between first and 
third class passengers on the Titanic. 







STARTER: 

Watch the comedy clip on the next 
slide.

What is the class system. How does it work?

Write a couple of sentences explaining how you 
think it works. 





Class on the Titanic

• On the Titanic, first class and third class passengers were kept 
separate within their own areas of the ship. 



First Class

• First class passengers usually came from the 
Upper Classes. The Upper class tended to live 
in large spacious homes in the country with 
lots of valuable paintings and furniture. They 
did not have to work. They had servants to do 
the work for them. 





Watch this clip from Downton Abbey of Upper class people eating dinner 
and try and answer the questions on the next slide.



• What are your impressions of the people at the 
table? 

• Why is the old lady (Lady Violet) confused about 
Matthew having a job? 



First class on the Titanic

• First class passengers on the Titanic had their own ‘suites’ of 
rooms with a living room, bedroom and dressing room. 

• In the evenings they could go to the bar and dine with the 
captain. They could also play tennis, squash and use the gym.



What impressions do you get of their 
accommodation? 



Third Class Passengers

• Third class passengers came from the Working 
Class. 

• As the name suggests they had to work for a 
living often for little money whilst living in 
poor conditions. Many were illiterate and 
often died before they were fifty. 



What kinds of jobs did they do? 



Watch this clip. The lives of Edwardian and Victorian maids were 
very similar. Would you like to have been a maid? What must she 

do? 



Third Class on the Titanic

• Many working class people went on the Titanic to start a new 
life in America in search of the ‘American Dream.’ 

• They had to share cabins and dining areas. 



What impression do you get of third class 
accommodation? 



Here is a print of an actual boarding pass 
for Ms Jamila Nicola-Yarred.

Can you see:
Where she boarded the Titanic?
Who travelled with her?
Why she was leaving her home?
Where they hoped to go to?
What happened to Jamila’s father?



You are to be a passenger on board the Titanic.
You will need a Boarding 
Pass, issued by White Star 
Line, in order to board the 
ship.

Your task is to find the 
information you need about 
your character and complete 
the pass.

You will be given a passenger 
name before you begin –
which class will you be 
travelling in?!



When the ship went down, first class 
passengers were allowed to get on the 

lifeboats first because they were 
‘Upper Class.’ Third class people were 

allowed on last. 

.


