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CONTROL THE TEXT – HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON BY CRESSIDA COWELL



WHAT DO YOU ALREADY 

KNOW ABOUT…?

Dragons Vikings Training 



VOCABULARY

Initiation-
completing a 
difficult task 
in order to 
join a group 

Military –

relating to 

soldiers or 

armed forces 

Bleak– a cold 

and miserable 

place

What other words were unfamiliar?

Let’s use a dictionary or thesaurus to 
define them.

Can you see any clues within the 
word to help us work out what they 
mean?

Squint –
having eyes 
that look in 
different 
directions

Glint –

Gives out 

flashes of 

light

Dramatically
– in an 
exciting or 
impressive 
manner



SUMMARISE

Can you summarise three points we 

learn from this text 

1.

2.

3. 



TUESDAY



DO NOW

Choose the correct word for each sentence:     

military      initiation      dramatically 

The classroom was cleaned up like a _________ operation.

“I don’t care!” said Jessica __________ as she stormed out of the 

room.

In order to join the Secret Screamers Club you had to complete an 

______________.



RETRIEVAL QUESTIONS

WHAT DO THESE MEAN AGAIN?

HOW CAN WE ANSWER THEM?

Stage 1

1. What was Hiccup’s full name?

2. How many boys were taking part in 
the Dragon Initiation Programme?

3. Name 3 of the other boys taking part.

4. What were the 2 problems that 
Fishlegs had?

5. What was Gobber’s beard described 
as?

6. What was Gobber wearing?

7. What was the first part of the Dragon 
Initiation Test?

Challenge:

1. Why did Hiccup have 
to complete the 
Dragon Initiation Test?



WEDNESDAY



DO NOW

1. Find and copy a word in the first column that 
means ‘rubbish’ or ‘awful’ .

2. Find and copy a word in the second column 
which means ‘complete’.

3. Find and copy a word in the third column which 
means ‘to shout loudly’.

Challenge: Write your own Find and Copy questions.



INFERENCE QUESTIONS

WHAT DO THESE MEAN AGAIN?

HOW CAN WE ANSWER THEM?

Stage 1

1. Why was Hiccup feeling slightly sick?

2. How did the other boys feel about 

Hiccup commanding the team?

3. Did the boys like eating limpets? 

Explain your answer.

4. Why did Gobber wear shorts and a 

vest in freezing weather?

5. Why do only Vikings catch dragons?

Challenge:

1. How is Hiccup feeling 

about the first part of the 

initiation test? Explain 

your answer.



THURSDAY



DO NOW

Write these events in the order in which they happen.

1. The boys are told that they must first catch a dragon.

2. Gobber spits in the snow.

3. The 10 boys gather on the beach.

4. The boys are threatened with eating limpets.

5. Gobber puts Hiccup in charge of the group.

Challenge:

Write your own retrieval questions.



THE BIG QUESTION

BIG QUESTION

Should young children be forced to 
complete dangerous activities by 

adults?



FRIDAY



DO NOW

Think carefully about what you have read and make a 

prediction about the following:

What do you think will happen next in the story? Explain 

your answer.

Challenge:

1. What role does Gobber have in the tribe? Do you think 

he was good at the Dragon Initiation Test?  Explain your 

answer.



REVIEW

Was there anything that puzzled 
you?

Were there any patterns or connections 
that you noticed?

Was there anything you liked about 
this text?

Was there anything you disliked about 
this text?


